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ATLANTIC OCEAN

cotton goods, cottonseed products, fertilizers,
furniture, shoes, steel products and flour.
Coca-cola is one of the most famous among
the industries.

Education. Atlanta is a distinguished
educational center. There are 13 institutions
of high rank for white students; among them
are Oglethorpe University, Emory University,
the Georgia School of Technology (a branch
of the state university) and the Graduate
School of Physicians and Surgeons. There
are seven institutions for colored students,
such as Atlanta University, Clark University
and Morehouse College. Enrolment in At-
lanta's colleges and universities exceeds
15,000.

History. The first house was built on the
site of Atlanta in 1836. The town was incor-
porated in 1843, under the name of Marthas-
ville, and the present name was adopted two
years later. The city was chartered in 1847,
and at the outbreak of the Civil War had a
population of about 11,000. During the war
it was an important military point, and in
1864 was captured by the Federal army un-
der Sherman. The city was nearly destroyed
by fire on its evacuation by the Union forces,
but after the war it was quickly rebuilt. In
1877 it was made the capital of the state, in
1887 the International Cotton Exposition was
held here, and in 1895 it was the scene of the
Cotton States Atlanta Exposition.

Because of its convenient location, Atlanta
has become the seat of about 40 governmental
divisions; about 5,000 persons are employed
in these Federal enterprises. It has there-
fore been recognized as the headquarters city
of the Southeastern region.

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J., founded in 1854,
is the most popular seaside resort in the
United States, located fifty-eight miles south-
east of Philadelphia and 150 miles south of
New York City. It has 1,200 hotels, which
accommodate 150,000 visitors at Easter time
and as many as 350,000 during the summer
season. It is no uncommon sight to view
from the famous boardwalk, eight miles in
length, 75,000 bathers on the beach at one
time. The city is built on a long, narrow
island known as Abseeon Beach, and has the
service of the Central of New Jersey, the
Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania-Reading
Seashore railroads. The largest hotels line
the boardwalk facing the ocean. The city
has a Carnegie Library and two- hospitals.
There are no industries of importance. Since

1912 the town has been governed on the com-
mission plan. Permanent population, 1920,
50,682; in 1930, 66,198, a gain of over 30 per
cent.
ATLANTIC OCEAN, that division of the
ocean lying between Europe and Africa on
the east and north, and America on the west.
Mount Atlas, in the northwestern part of
Africa, has given its name in a modified form
to this great expanse of water. Columbus
was the first European positively known to
have sailed directly across it, and since his
time it has been traversed by craft of every
kind, from the sailing ship to the giant pas-
senger steamer and mighty warship.
The northern and southern boundaries of
the Atlantic are not definitely fixed, but are
generally considered to extend from the Arc-
tic to the Antarctic Circle. This gives the
Atlantic a length of 9,000 miles. Its width
varies from about 700 miles, between Green-
land and Norway, to 4,100 miles, between
Florida and the Strait of Gibraltar. Between
Cape Palmas in Africa and Cape Saint Roque
in South America the distance is 1,900 miles,
and it is about 3,200 miles from New York
to Liverpool. The area, exclusive of branches,
is about 30,000,000 square miles, an area al-
most twice that of the largest land division,
Asia,
Important branches of the Atlantic are, on
the east, the North Sea, the Baltic Sea, Bay
of Biscay, Mediterranean and Gulf of
Guinea, and on the west, Gulf of Mexico,
Gulf of Saint Lawrence and Hudson Bay.
Many geographers consider the Arctic Ocean
merely as an extension of the Atlantic, while
others consider it as a separate ocean. The
coast line of the North Atlantic is irregular,
but that of the South Atlantic is more even.
The length of the eastern coast is over 32,000
miles; that of the western coast, 55,000 miles.
Along the east coast the principal islands are
the Faroes, the British Isles, the Canaries,
the Madeiras and Saint Helena; those off the
coast of America are Greenland, Newfound-
land, the West Indies and the Falklands,
while the Azores are just a little east and
Iceland is just a little west of mid-ocean in
the North Atlantic.
The bed of the Atlantic is divided, by a
ridge extending north and south nearly mid-
way between the continents, into two valleys,
each of which is about 500 miles wide. The
eastern varies in depth from 14,000 to 15,000
feet, and the western from 13,000 to 16,800,